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N effential Part of Chriſtianity 
is now before us; and whoſoever 
falls ſhort of this Character 
here given, and yet preſumes to 
— ccount himſelf the faithful Ser- 
k vant of Chriſt, is miſtaken. in his Notions of 
4 x Himſelf, and fruſtrates the Purpoſes of his Re- 
ene For the whole verſe runs thus, Who 
gave bimſelf for us, that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purifi unto bimſe If. a heculiar Peo- 
ple, Kealous of good Works: 
good Mor, we may underſtand in Ge- 4 
neral. the Exerciſe of Goodneſs, whether in \ 
Acts 'of Juſtice, Piety, or Chariy. For the a 
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0 5 ncere = 5 Chriſt are here TER — 
ſented, as Redeemed from all Iniquity, and Purified, 
which Expreſſic ons do imply, their being deli- 


vered from the Guile and Puniſhment. of Sin: 


And when tis added, that thoſe who are Pu- 


ified, muſt be moreover Zealous of good Works, N 


tis in theſe Words plainly ſignified, if it be not 
the peculiar Senſe of them, that all faithful 
Chriſtians are obliged, not only to avoid the 
commiſſon of Sin, but Actually to perform Poſi- 
tive Duties; that they muſt not only ceaſe to 
do evil, as the Prophet T/aiah expreſſeth it, 
which is. deſcribed by Negative Goodneſs ; but 


alſo learn to do well, which is called Poſitive Good- . 
neſs, and be 2eplous in ſo doing. - Theſe two 


Propoſiti tions therefore are obſervable from che . 
Words; =} 1 = 


\ & That Poſitive: Duty, or the Au! 63 
Ciſe of Goodneks, isindiſpenſably required | 
meer Hands. . And, 

II. That Zeal is the neceſſary Qualification 
of Poſitive and Actual Goodaels. 

I. That Pofitive, &c. 

And this I ſhall repreſent, ff, under a ge- 

neral View: And, ſecondly, und er ſome more 


particular Conſiderations, * And, 1 
1 1 That 
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* T dr we are obliged to the actual Eier- 
ciſe of Goodneſs will appear, in a general Way, 
if we do but turn a Thought to the State and 
Order of created Beings, and the Deſigns of 
their Creatour. For though no Vertue of Vice 
can be aſcribed to thoſe Beings, which have 
no Underſtanding; yet remiſs and negligent 
Man may form a juſt and uſeful Reproof to 

himſelf, pen eee That whilſt He, 
who is the Glory of viſible Creatures, fails of | 
exerciſing his Powers and Abilities, land of 
Anſwering the Ends of his Creation, all the o- 
ther Parts even of the natural World do exere 
themſelves to their utmoſt Capacity, in pro- 
moting and fulfilling the great Ends and Pur- 
poſes of Nature. The Sun ceaſeth not᷑ to vi- 
ſit, and cheer, and beautify the World, but com- 
eh forth: as -a Bridegroom-vit of bis Chamber, and 
rejoiceth. as 4 Giant to run his Courſe; And if it once 
ſtood ſtill in the midſt of Heaven, and haſted not to 
8 down, about 4 whole Day, this was owing: to 
The: ſpocial Reſtraint of the Creatour; fer O 
therwiſe, I goeth forth: from the uttermoſt Partof © 

the Heaven, and runneth about "unto the end / it l 
ain. And ſo the other Celeſtial Bodies main- 
tain their conſtant Revolutions „for the Illuſtra- 
tion 0 Gods e the Bench of Mankind; 


and 


. & the reg and Harmony: of the World. — 
And if we bring down our Proſpect | 
into the lower Regions, there all the Orders 
of Beings purely Animate are in a State of Mo- 
tion and Activity, under their proper Proporti- 
ons. And thoſe things here below, as well as 
thoſe above, which are deſtitute of Life, are 
not yet wanting in their Motion, but are making 
continual Advances, agreeably to their proper 
Tendencies, for the Accompliſhment of their 
proper Ends. The Seas are fulfilling the Courſe 
of Nature by conſtant Agitations, and, for the 
like Purpoſe,” the Springs break forth into the 
Rivers, which run among” the Hill, Even the 
Earth it ſelf, Unactive and Sluggiſh as it is, 
muſt not ſtand an Exception to the general 5 
Laws of Activity, which the Other natural 
Bodies are governed by, but bears its ys 
Part, and moves in Concert witch them. 
Thus it is in the Conſtitution of chings Natu- 
ral: It doth not ſuffice that they do not act᷑ in a 
plain Oppoſition to the Intentions of cheir Maker, 
and the Laws aſſigned to them; bur that they 
ſhould not act at all, is likewiſe abſolutely In- 
conſiſtent with their State; and the Deſign' of 
theit Author. Operation is the End of created 
Beings, nd each muſt actually perform its 
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proper Offices, in order to the Perfection of the 
Whole. And ſuch a Courſe of Operations, 
proportioned to the different Conditions of 
Beings, is ſtil more eminent in the intelle- 
ctual and moral World. The bleſſed Angels, 
which are veſted with the Higheſt Principles of 
Activity, are moſt remarkable for the Quick: 
nieſs and Conſtancy of their Motions, in Obedi- 
ence to their Maker. Thus, in Jacob's Vifion, 
we have an Account of the Angels. of God a- Gen. arri: 
ſcending and deſcending betwixt Earth and Heaven; 
And the Reaſon of this is plainly given by the 
Apoſtle, they are all miniſtring Spirits: To which 
purpoſe we read of the ſeven E TE &, which are Rerel. v. 6 
the ſeven SPIRITS of Grd four forth into all te 
Earth. And when with - theſe Paſſages of 
Scripture we compare thoſe others, wherein we 
have an Account of the Angels ſtanding round a- 
bout the Throne, and falling before the Throne on 
their Faces, and worſhipping God, we have in one 
view their Diligence in exerciſing Poſitive Acts 
of Homage and Obedience to the Almighty,” 
ars, that the ſeveral 


From all which it appears, 

Powers and Capacities of all Beings are to be 
Actually exerciſed, according to the Direction 
and Appointment of God; and that if any of 
thoſe Brings ſhould only ſpend de Exerlef 
Wot ei 
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* The Neceſfiy of Pojo me Du, 


| their Powers and Capacities, ſo as not to at 
at All, according to their reſpective Condi- 
tions, they would thereby as plainly violate 
the: divine Appointment, as if . ſhould 
Bb in a direct Contrariety to it.. 

Thus the general Laws of created Beings: do 
point out our Obligation to Poſicive Duty, or, the 
Actual Exerciſe of Goodneſs, and ſhould be unto 
us a conſtant Rule of. Inſtruction and Admo- 


nition; A Method of Inſtruction, not only 


very Uſeful, in the Nature of it, and. therefore 
neceſſary to be mentioned; bur likewiſe ro- 
commended. in the ſacred Scriptures themſelves, 
the Standard and Fountain of ſpiritual Wil: 
dom and Inſtruction. , 
There we are taught, that the Heavens FR 
4 G of God, the Elements alſo, and the Com- 
Pagngs of them, Fire and Hail, õnom and Vapours, 
Wind and Storm, fulfilling bis Ward: There we have 
an Admonition to exert our ſelves in proper Te- 
ſtimonies of Duty to God, taken from the natural 
Notices and Regards which are exerted by infe- 
riour Beings, the Ox knowing his Owner, and the 
Aſs bis Maſter s Crib: There we are required 
to learn Application, and Diligence in the 
Execution of Duty, from the Activity of ve- 
Hp inconſiderable Creatures, labouting in * 
uit 


"Or nal Goodneſs. 


*.. 


ſuit I Then natural Tendencies and Pirecti- = 


on, Go to the Ant, thou Sluggard, conſider her 
- Way s, and be wiſe, There we are ſupplied by 
our Bleſſed Saviour Himſelf with an Argument, 


for the Actual Exerciſe of Goodneſs, taken 


from an Obſervation upon the Trees of the 


Field: Every Tree that bringeth not forth good Muzvii. 15] 
Fruit, is hewn down, and caſt into the Fire. Not 


only thoſe Trees which produce Corrupt Fruit, 
bur choſe which do not Actually bring forth 
Good Fruit, thoſe which produce No Fruit ar 
All, muſt be deſtroyed. For, that this is the 
Meaning of the Text, is very plain from our 
Lord's Parable of the Fig-tree; The Owner 


whereof ſaid unto the dreſſer of bis Vineyard, Be- Luke xiii} 


Hold, theſe three Vears I come Jeeking Fruit on this 
Fig-tree, and find none; cut it down, why cum- 
breth it the Ground? To which nothing could 
juſtly be oppoſed but this, Lord, let it alone 
this Near alſo, till ] ſhall dig about it, and dung it: 
And if it bear Fruit, well : 3 if nos, then after 
that thou ſhalt cut it down. When it finally 
proves Fruitleſs, it muſt, in all reaſon, be final- 
ly Deſtroyed. 
To this purpoſe our | Bleſſed Saviour, in 


. 


the Parable of the Seed ſoun, repreſents the Marth: xily 


Faithful and only acceptable Servants of 
God under the View of That Seed, which 
B - I 
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Actually brought forthFruit, ſome an undred-fal, 


fome ſixty, and ſome thirty. And in the Para- 


Marth. xv; ble of the Talents, he introduceth the Perſon, 


who had hid bis Talent in the Earth, under the 
Character of a ſlothful, and wicked, and anprofit= 
able Servant, and juſtly obnoxious to the ſe- 
vereſt Puniſhment ; Where it ſhould be well 


obſerved, that This Servant had not employed 
his Talent to his Lord's Detriment or Diſho- 


nour; that he had not Abuſed it, or perverted 
it to any Evil Purpoſes, in Contempe of his of his 


Lord, or direct Rebellion againſt 
had not fo much as Squandred and Waſted 
his Talent by any Means whatfoever ; But he 


had ne _— to improve it, to apply it to oy 
Purpo 


to make any Uſe of it at All; and u 
on this ſingle Point, becauſe he was Slothft it 


and Unactive, did His Condemnation turn : 


Though he had Actually committed no Evil, 
yet becauſe he had not actually done any Good, 
the dreadful Sentence is given againſt him, 


Caſt ye the unprofitable Servant into outer Darkneſs, 
| there fhall be weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. 
The unprofitable Servant is the Parallel to the 


itlefs Tree, which muſt not be ſuffered to 


1 ſtand at all, becauſe it would ſtand to no 
other purpoſe | but to cumber the Ground. 
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moſt to His Honour. For thus St. Paul does 
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Hor ——— therefore and imperſeR muſt 
our Notions of our own State be, if we do not 
plainly perceive our ſelves obliged, in order to 
Salvation, not only to withſtand the Tempta- 
tions of Sin, but to fulfil the various Duties 
which are enjoined : Which may ſtill further 
appear from that more Particular Conſideration 
of this point which is now in the 
Second Place to be added to the General One 
| already offer d. Where I ſhall repreſent our obli- 
gation to Good Works, or, to the Actual Exerciſe 
of Goodneſs, as ſuch Good Works may be con- 

ſidered, 
Firſt, In refp ect of God, as we are Created | 
and Nals! by him, and Subject to him, 
and therefore Obliged to contribute our ut- 


2220 
2 
* — . 


at once give us a Rule of Duty, and the Reaſon 
ol it, Glorify God in your Bodies, and in your Spi- 1 Cor. via: 
rits, which are GQ Ds. And the Method of An- 
ſwering this high Obligation, and Accome 
pliſhing this great End, is aſſigned by our 
Bleſſed Lord hienfalf; Loet your Light fo 2 de- Matt. v. IG, 
8 For Men, that they may ſee your good WORKS, 
and glorifie yaur Father which is in \Fkoaven: 
_ 1 we deny our ſelves unlawful Plea- 

> Es ang. unlawful or Fin out of a Senſe 


N 3 2 of 
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2 nd 


of Duty, grounded upon the Love of God, 


we do undoubtedly acquit our ſelves in an 


Acceptable manner before him; And if the 


Other parts of our Behaviour are but Agree- 


able to This, we ſhall not fail of the Recom- 


pence of Reward ; And, as Corrupt Inclinati- 
ons Within are More Powerful, and Tempta- 
tions from Without More Engaging, Acts 
of Self- denial will be ſtill More Approved in 


the Judgment of God, and Crowned with a 


Higher Reward. But ſtill tis poſſible that we 


may deny our ſelves the commiſſion of moſt 


Agreeable Sins, and yet contribute Little or 
Nothing te the advancement of God's Glory. 
The abſtaining from finful Actions is in- 
deed the preventing direct Diſhonour to 
God; but our Obligation to promote God's 
Honour does ſignifie a great deal more than 
our avoiding plain inftances of Diſhonour 


towards Him It implies Poſitive arid Abſo- 


lute Duties, whereby we ſhall give direct oc- 
caſion of Celebrating His Praiſe, and propa- 
gating the Glory of His Name. And there- 
fore all Thoſe who are ſo far Innocent and 


— — — — ——— — ww — — —— — —— — 


and poſſeſs their Talents, in a Dreaming, and 
| +4 Uſclebs, 
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and Inexcuſable. 
Wer are inſtructed, that we nic not live unto 
our SELVES, but unto the LORD; and 


3 an: Uaactive manner, are Culpabl 


that whatſoever we do, we muſt do all to the 
Glory of, God: And our Saviour teacheth us, 


How we are to promote God's Glory; Herein 
is my Father glorified, that ye bear much Fruit. 


John xv. 8} 


All Holy Men have, in their ſeveral Prcs 


portions, anſwer'd the Character of the Baptiſt, 
who was à burning and a ſhining Eight. They 
have been eminent for their Acts of Pity, 
teſtify ing their Conſtancy and Fervency in the 
Worſhip of God; Eminent, in the utmoſt 


John v. Ia: 


Dangers, for the open Declaration and Pro- 


feſſion of their Faith, for the Inſtigation and 
Encouragement, and Confirmation. of others 
in it, in Oppoſition. to: Profane and Gain- 
fayiog Men; Eminent for their/Liberality and 
Charay, honouring God. with thein SUBS TANCE, 
as Solomon expreſſeth it; Eminent for their 
Earneſt Labours in Relieving the Oppreſſed, 
Reducing the Vicious, Inſtructing che Ignorant, 


Weak, Satisfying the Doubtful; Exciting the 


Prov. ni. 94. 


Convincing the Erroneous, Strengthning the 


Negligent, and Guarding Religion from. the 


 Arcempts of i its Enemies on every Side. 
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St. Pal J 20 wry 1 is, row he La 
more abundantly than they all, in promoting the 

Glory of God. When cheſe Vigilant and 
Aire, theſe Induftriaus- and Strenuous In- 


ſtruments of God's Honour: ſhall appear in 
the Judgment, how Beautiful and Joy fal, how 
| Reſplenden and Glorious will their Appear- 


And dejected muſt chaſe- other Thouphtlef 


"Creatures appear, who have ſuffer d their Lives 


to run down in Sloth: and Indolence, Neglect- 
ing the Honour of their Maler? Whilft the 
One inherits the Glory of Good Works; the 
Other, having been unfruitful, muſt ſink under 
Shame and Confuſton of Face. Bu, 
Secondly, The Actual Performance of Good 
Works will further ap hp neceſſary, when 
conſider d in Reſpect of our Neighbour. For, 
next to che —— of Gad's Glory, 
which is the chief End, and therefore ſhould 
be the chief Aim of every Rational Creature; 
the Good of Mankind demands the Exeiciſe * 
Goedneſs at our Hands. And, as it is obſerved 
above, that our Obligation to Glorifie God, does 
lay us under a Neceſſity of all ſuch Poſitive Du- 
cies, as _ be ſublcrvient to that ee 
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od Fas not conſiſt in the cute Avoidinee 


of Wicked Actions, which would reflect 


Diſhonour upon him; fo here ir is obvious, 
that the Good which ae are to do unto our 


Brethren, is Direct and Poſitive, and does not 
only conſiſt in our antenne to Hurt and; 


Annoy them. 


Uacer the Great Cooflicis betwixe King 


doms in the direful State of War, That 
which Succours and Supports Another, in the 
Defence of its juſt Rights and Privileges, is 
intitled toe the proper Glories of Beneficence ;. 
But that which ſtands Neuter, deſerves no- 
Acknowledgments, becauſe it confers no Be. 
nefits, and is but One Degree removed from 
the State of a profeſſed Enemy. Tis by no- 
Means a ſufficient Juſtification, which Men 


commonly offer in their on Favour, That 
they — 67 done no Injury to their Neighbours, ” 


For wide is the Difference betwixt an Op- 
preſſour and det betwixt the Chari- 
table and Injurious. It may eaſiſy happen, 
chat He who is not ſo deſperate as to become 
the One, is not yet found in- the hopeful State 


ol the Other. No Man can value himſelf, 


for Adding much te the Happineſs of I 
kind, purely on this Account, that he is not 


$94 
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ee _ Tint or a Robber, 'Tis not our keeping 
Li ' <0 the Letter of the Sixth Commandment, 
1 that fills up the Meaſure of Duty to our Neigh- 
bDuour, in regard to his Life; For as we muſt not 
deſtroy it, we ſtand Further obliged, to Protect 
it, and to Crown it with Comforts, by proper 
Acts of our own, to the utmoſt of our Power. 
Tis not ſufficlent that we do not Hate our Neigh- 
bour; but we muſt} moreover Actually and 
F158 Ardently love him, and give all poſſible De- 
r maonſtrations of that Love, by ſuch Fruits of 
$ it, as may be moſt Beneficial to him: Tis 
ih AÃ ct ſufficient, that we do not cover any Thing 
=_ | that is Hlis, but we muſt moreover commu- 
nicate unto him that which is our Own, as 
His Exigencies requite, . Qur: Abilicie 
allow. 

\ | Thoſe have little Reaſon « to 5 . 
ſion into the Society of the Bleſſed Above, 
who do not Contribute their utmoſt to the 
Happineſs of Humane Society upon Earth. 
When we are taught that the Fruicleſs Tree 
muſt be cut down, that it may not be an In- 
cumbrance upon the World, which receives 
no Advantage from it; what can thoſe Un- 
profitable Souls think of themſelves, which 
derve to no aide Purpole, but to drag their 

Bodies 
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Bodies through the Benefits of the Air, which 
they ſcarce deſerve to breath in? Let them 


ſo far apply the Parable, as to conſider, that 
though they are let alone for this Vear alſo, 


yet God's Long-ſuffering will have a Period; 
and when they are Hewen down, they ſhall be 


caſt into the Fire. 1 ny 
Theſe Two Particulars are the Weightieſt 


Arguments of our Obligations to Poſitive 


Duty, or the Actual exerciſe of Goodneſs; 


but ſtill there are ſome Other Conſiderations, 


which may be a Further Illuſtration of chis 


Point; As, 


Thirdly, That Poſitive Goodneſs is neceſſary 


to prove our Fidelity in the Service of God. 
Whoſoever neglects the Affirmative Precepts, 
whilſt he obſerves the Negative ones, can- 
not be efteemed a Faithful Servant; becauſe 


he doth but obſerve a Part of his Lord's 


Will. And therefore as he falls ſhort in his 
Service, he muſt do ſo in his Reward too. 
Though God rewards All that is Religion in 
us, yet He rewards nothing Elſe, and doth 
Not place to His account, what is done upon 
a Worldly Convenience to our Selves. And 
tis obſervable, that if we go no further in our 


Duty, than Abſtaining from Exceſſes, there is 
OE C | nothing 
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The Neceffity of Pofitive Duty, * 


r ed ae EET So ae ES 


| nothing in This, but what Nature, without Re- 
ligion, would ſuggeſt and ſupport. The ſeveral 


Rules of Abſtinence are ſo many Laws of Self- 


_ preſervation ; And tis poſſible, that our Obedi- 


ence may riſe to the Heighth of Theſe, whilſt 
we do not fo much ſerve God as our ſelves. 
Therefore tis obſervable, that the ancient 
Philoſophers, making Nature, rather than the 
Will of God, the Rule of their Virtue, did 


turn their Precepts chiefly upon Negative 


Goodneſs. But the Son of God, who came 
from Heaven to Reveal his Father's Will, hath 
taught us to give Other and Higher Evidences 


of our Fidelity to God. The feveral Parables 


which have been mentioned, and the Parable 
of the Virgins, and the Account of the laſt 


Judgment, do All ſignifie, that our Fate at 


the Laſt day will be determined by the Mea- 
ſures of Poſitive Goodneſs; Which will 


appear, 


Fourthly, Fo be ſtill Further neceſlary in 


us, as it is an Engaging Recommendation and 


Endearment of Religion to Others. Tis 


obvious that Thoſe Duties are peculiarly 


| Reaſonable and Neceſſary which reflect Ho- 
nour upon our Holy Religion; as Poſitive 


Goodneſs ever does. The Obligations 2 
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this kind are ſo Great, that a Negligence or 


Indifference towards them is accounted Cris 


minal. He that is not with me, is againſt me ; 
and he that gathereth not with me, ſcattereth, 
The Diſciples of our Lord are, for the Influ- 


ence of their Example, and for extending the 


Credit of Religion, compared to the Salt of 
the Earth, and to a City ſet on an Hill, 
The Uncommon and Shining Vertues of 


the firſt Chriſtians were, under God, highly 


Inſtrumental towards the Converſion of the 


World. Their Perſeverance in well-doing, 
their Zeal for their Maſter, and the Effects 


of their Charity to all the World, were fo 
many demonſtrations of the Spirit. The Apolo- 
Liſts did ever appeal to this Known and Un- 
exceptionable Teſtimony in their ſeveral Apolo- 
gies for the Chriſtian Religion. And this Ar- 


gument was of the Greater force, becauſe _ 
it was ſuch as the Ignorant could eaſily Con- 


ceive, and the Learned could neither Deſpiſe 
nor Diſprove. OR 13 : 
Such was the Excellency of Their Exam- 


ples, and ſuch ſhould be Ours, if we would 


be rank'd amongſt thoſe, who turn many to 
Righteouſneſs We ſhould not be Content 
wich Low and Obſcure Performances, but 
Wen! ä ſome- 


— 


* 


ſometimes Riſe to ſuch, as This Day teſtifies; 
fuch as may ſtrike Emulation or Reverence 
into the Beholders, and may Adorn and Re- 
commend that Truth which we profeſs. 
The Apoſtle exhorts to Adorn the Doctrine of 
God our Saviour in all things, and, to provide for 
2 Cor. viii. Foneſt (aa, Honourable) things, not only in the 
Sight of the Lord, but alſo in the Sight of Men. 
 Fifthly, Poſitive Goodneſs is Neceſſary to 
that Perfection which the Goſpel requires. 
A Chriſtian is deſcribed under Characters Im- 
porting, not only that he is purged from dead 
Works, but that he faithfully ſerves the living 
if God; not only that he hath put of the Old 
1 Man, but that he hath put on the New Man, 
1 In order to become an habitation of God through 
= „„ TR . 
1 8 The Chriſtian Inſtitution is a Diſcipline 
Qualifying us for Heaven, and the ſeveral 
Rules of the One do, in ſome reſpect, Aſſi- 
milate our Affections to the Other. That 
Flame of Divine Love is to be raiſed in This 
Life, which is to ſhine forth in Full Glory 
for ever in the Next. But Negative Good- 
neſs is at a great Diſtance from This Per- 
fection, and is indeed little better than the 
Infancy and Elements of Religion. Repen- 
1 m_ . 
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tance. e. from At Works, is but the previous 
Diſpoſition to that Perfect Goodneſs, which is 
required in a Chriſtian. The Refrain: of: 
the Paſſions, which made ſo great a Part of 
Philoſophy, is no more than a Preparation. to 
the Principal Duties of Chriſtianity... 
The Peculiar Doctrines of the Goſpel 

begun, where the Other Inſtitutions. ended. 
When Man's Reaſon was at a loſs, and could 
carry him no further, Faith came in to his 
Succour, that he might go on to Perfection. 
And as Faith i is in it ſelf the Higheſt and No- 
bleſt Principle, ſo it is a. Practical Principle, 
and by Works is. Faith. made. perfect. 

The _ Goſpel does. not only require thoſe 
Bar Works which were inforced by the Law. 
of Nature, and that in Higher degrees of Ex- 
cellency than what they appear d in before; 
but does likewiſe call 12 Additional Acts of Y 
Goodneſs, in ſuch. Inſtances as could. neves 
have 7 forth from Natural Light. Thoſe. 
Good Works, which ſtand in the Firſt rank 
under the Goſpel, are ſuch as Reaſon without 
Faith could nor diſcover, and Nature without = 
Grace could not perform. 1 
And all this ought to be well EET | 

by 1 who go on ina Middle way be- 


twixt 
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The Neceſſity of Pofitrve Duty, 


twixt Saints and Sinners; who, though they 
be free from the Vices of the Carnal Man, are 
yet at a great Diſtance from the Perfections 
of the Spiritual. They ſatisfy themſelves, if 
they ſtep not aſide into Wrong Paths, though 
they do not Move forward in the Right One, 
toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus. They hang in a State 
of Indifferency between God and the World, 
without any vehemence of Tendency toward 
Either. And though they have experience 
enough, to ſee through this Grave cheat, which 
is ſo commonly put upon Life, yet they ſtill 
remain Indulgent of Eaſe, and Patient of 
| Deluſion. They are not willing to offend 
God by flagrant Acts of Iniquity; but they 
continually provoke him, by neglecting to do 
thoſe things that are pleaſing in his Sight. 15 
Pherefore let every Unprofitable Servant 
Carefully view the Precipice, whereon he ſtands; 

that he may betimes retire from the Dreadful 

Brink to a ſafer Scituation: Let his Total Neg- 
lect of Good Works be Succeeded by Earneſt- 
neſs, and Aſſiduity, and Fervency in the Per- 
formance of them. And This leads me in the 
80 repreſen rt. 
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nes Tra Zeal is the Neceſſary Qualification : 
ol Poſitive Duty, or Acts of Goodnels; for tis 


Incumbent upon the Servants of our Lord, 


that they ſhould be Zealous of Good Works. 
The value of Performances does much depend 


upon That Diſpoſition of Mind from whence 


chey flow. When Good Works ate done win 


1 Ne gligence and Unconcern, as if it were per- 
fectly Indifferent to the Man, whether they be 
Undertaken, or let alone, whether they So. 


ceed or Miſcarry, They chen ſi upon him with 


a very ill grace, and he may eaſily expect, that 


What is Performed with ſo much Coldneſs, wilt 


meet with a Cold Reception. Tis the Life 


and Spirit, the Sprightlineſs and the Fervour of 


Religious enterprizes, that muſt recommend 


them to God, the Diſcerner of Spirits. It was 


this Warmth of Concern for God's Honour in 
Phineas, that muſt be Imputed unto him for Righ- 
teonſ/ eſs, among all poſterities for Evermore. The 
very ſame thing done with Reluctancy, and af- 
ter much Inftigation, and with a Colder hand, 
had been deſtitute of the Ornament, and Un- 
worthy the Re ward. 
The utmoſt Glory of Elijab ſhines forth in 
this ſhort Character, I have been very JEALOUS 


_ for the Lord Cod OE Hoſts. Rar here is nothing 
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The Neceſſ 7 F Po zrve Day, 
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upon Record that redounds more to David 5 — 
.nour, than the Expreſſions of his Zeal in pre- 


paring a place for the Ark of the Lord: I will 


not come within the tabernacle of mine bonſe, nor 
climb up into ny bed: Iwill not ſuſfer mine eyes to 


ſleep, nor mine eye ids to ſlumber, neither the Tem- 
ples of-my head to take any reſt. True Zeal will 
break through all —— ition, and Difficulties, 


and Diſcouragements, ſuſtain all Inconvenien- 
cies with Alacrity, and render us Reſtleſs and 
Diſſatisfied, till we engage in the work and labour 
of love. 


God's Honour, ad the Benefit of Mankind. 


And Saved does not find himſelf affected 
with This Neceſſary and Bleſſed Diſpoſition, 


ſhould bewail the Imperfection and Deadneſs 
which he ſtill labours under, and inceſſantly 
implore the Communications of the Spirit of 
God, that he may be actuated with the Holy 
Flame, and r Zealous of Good Works. 
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At 


With ſuch Eagerneſs and Earnefinds do at 
Good men conſtantly approach the Throne 
of Grace, in Publick and Private Devotions; 
with ſuch Eagerneſs and Earneſtneſs do they 
embrace all Opportunities of performing Works 
of Charity and Compaſſion; with ſuch Eager- 
| neſs and Earneſtneſs do they prefs forward unto 
every Good Work, for the Advancement of 


ns 
7 


. The Particulats; which have dae Illuftrared, 
do bear ſo Near and Plain à Relation to the 
Occaſion and Purpoſes of this great Aſſembly, 
that Your Thavghts muſt needs run eaſily in- 
to the Application of them. For as we may 
ſafely attribute the Character of Good Works, to 
Thoſe Charitable Proviſions, which we have 

now under Conſideration; So we may with 

Equal Propriety, Approve and Recommend 
the Zeal of thoſe Charitable Souls, which have 

engaged in This Good Work, and which have 

been Earneſt and Eager in their Deſires and En- 
deavours, to ae and carry it on to Per- : 


. . 

Tiis not more teien thai the 8 
ment of God's Honour, nd the Benefit of our 
Brethren, are Proper Ends of Good Works, 
rhan it is, that Thoſe Great and Glorious Ends 
are duely Anſwer d by that Education, which 
is given in the Charity- Schools, to Thoſe Help- 
leſs Children, whoſe Happineſs it is, that Tad 
Juſtly regard their Miſer r. 

pe not That Work Manifetly- and Highly 
conducive to God's Honour, wherein tis pro- 
vided, that the Image of God, Originally 
btamge S 9 Man, ſhall not be: intirely wore 
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Je Neceſſuy of Pojurue Duty, 


our and finally diſappear, but be Renewed and 
Reftored to Beauty and Luſtre in great Num- 
bers of thoſe, on whom ic muſt Other wiſe have 


remained Miſerably Defaced and Neglected: 


Wherein tis provided, that That Noble Soil, 
which muſt Otherwiſe have been Barren and 
Uatruitful, or over-run with Tares and Noxious 
Weeds, ſhall be abundantly Cultivated, and In- 
riched, and Productive of a Glorious Harveſt : 
Wherein tis provided, that thoſe Souls, which 
had Otherwiſe been expoſed an Eaſy Prey to 

Evil Spirits and Evil Men, ſhall be reduced 
from the Snares and Captivity of Satan, and 
become at once the Wirneffes, and the Inſtru- 
ments of the Glory of God: Wherein tis pro- 
vided, that Thoſe, whoſe Voices had Other- 
vViſe been turn d into Strains of Profaneneſs and 
ZBlaſphemy, and all Iniquity, ſhall be qua- 

| bed to bear a Bleſſed part, as your Ears have 
heard this Day, in Meledious and Moving 
Sounds of Praifes and Thankigivings to God, 
Preludes to the Tranſporting Halelagahs, 


which ſhall be ſung by che Choir of Heaven, 


| before the glorious Throne of God for ever: 
Wherein tis provided, that the various Cir- 
eucnſtances of Benefic in the Nurture and dd- 


monition 


- p i ; "= LY EY 20 ee = — 
. : Wi ; „* 
a | 4 * , : ' 6 2 » 7 F þ 4 
7 4 7 4 ; 4 5 L Py 
* 4 j ER ; K % - . 1 . „ We”. % 
Sj 4 4 ” w . 3 < ” 
0 > . n Rt 4 3 * * * * * A * «rv Wm 


«4s —— SOSA x 2 — 1 ow ore 


monition of the Lord, ſhall be properly and 
diligently Applied and Improved, for the Fur- 


therance of the Goſpel; and that the Temples of 


the Hoh Ghoſt may be multiplied: Wherein 


tis provided, that Thoſe who, even in the 
Land of Promiſe, might yet continue Strangers 
unto the Covenant of Promiſe, ſhall be taught 
| berimes the Neceſſiey of building Chriſtian 
Lives upon Chriftian Principles, that they may 
not Diſhonour God, by Denying or Neglect- 
ing that Faith, which he hath required as the 
neceſſary Foundation of Moraliry under the 
. Goſpel, and the indiſpenſable” Condition of 
Salvation: Wherein tis provided, that the 
Glory of God may fhine forth in This great 
Article of it, the Effect of This Gracious 
Promiſe, which the Holy Spirie hath laid great 
Streſs upon, Al ſhall know me, from the leaſt 
ef them ums the greateſt of them; And, wherein 
tis provided, not only that the Doctrines of 
che Goſpel may be Inculeated and Embraced 
at preſent, but chat They may be handed 
down wich Advantage to Succeeding Genera- 
rions. Goddꝭ is pleated to expreſs a particular 
Approbacion and Acceptance of that Sofli- 
citude for : his: Hatour, whieh Abrabam * 
. 08 7 


r 
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e Neceſſ ry of Pom Duy, _ 


1 by Tranſmitting a Senſe of Religion to his 


Poſterity. Shall I hide from ABRAHAM that 


thing which J do, ſeeing that all the Nations o 


the Earth ſhall be bleſſed in him? For I — 


him, that be will command his Children and his 


Houſhold after bim, that they keep the Way of the 


Lord. 


There. is indeed ks Differente Se 


Your Endeavours to Propagate Religion, and 
"Thoſe of Abraham, That Yours do want the 
Support of Paternal Authority, which His 


had; But there is This difference alfo, that 


12 5 Sollicitude in Promoting God's Honour, 


and Deriving the Bleſſings of Religion upon 


Times to come, cannot poſſibly be the more 
Binding or Confirm'd by the Additional 
Ties of Natural Affection, as the Patriarchs 
poſſibly might. The Children which you 
are Qualifying to convey Religion with 
Safety and neck -"_ Poſterity, are Yours 
Purely by Adoption. - | 
Bur ſtill be — of God, A + 
be your Principal. Aim, is not the Sole Induce- 
ment to your Glorious Enterprizes and 
| Deſigns. Jou are purſuing ſome Other 

op Thoſe ſuch as, next to God's. 


— - — 2 W 


Honour, 
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as to be taken into them, cannot be doubted, 


ceaſe to be Univerſally Granted by, Mankind, 


be ſo far removed from the Common a Se 
of all Other Nations under Heaven, as 


© peegeive 18,5 Froſty and Glory. 2 . 
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” —— n lay uppermoſt in * Pur- | 
poſes of all Wiſe and Good Men, and 2 
both Juſtifie and Demand your Zeal. 


Vour Proſpects are, the ſpecial 1 of | 


Thoſe, whom, yon take. into your Protection, 


and the General Benefits of the Community. 
That the Deſigns and Management of the 


Charity- -Schools are Juſtly calculated for the 
Special vantage . of Thoſe. who: are ſo happy 


and will not. want to- be proved, till it ſhalt 


that Knowledge, and Induſtry, Good Manners 


and Mod, ty, © Probiry, _ Piety, and: all 


Kind 8 ds of \ irtue, with the Bleſſed, Conſequen- | 


ces of them, . in This and a Future State, axe 


preferable to Ignorance and Idleneſz, Rude⸗ 
neſs and Impuc 5 Nithoneſty, and Impiety, 


and all. of. Vi , together with chaſe | 
| Van K ic 2 Miſery, which flow 
from _ Theſe. Pinan e Fountains . muſt 
Unayoidably . flow. rom, the 7 Eyer,o;l 


"And if any. Nation "under Heaven ſhould 
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much depend upon 2 Defign — 
wo leis Prudence than lets to the Ex» 
rirpatiolt of Vice and the Advancement of 
Vitrue; ſuch a Singular Race of Men would 
gor eaffly be thought to Deſerve ſo High a 
Bleſſing, | which they know. not how ro 
Eſteem. | 

If Vettuel be, in the Nur is Things, 
the fittneſt Sies of Society; and more- 
over the Ki which provides moft 
Effectually for the 8 | Honout 
of Religion, hath he bet Title- to Divine 
Faveur; "what Bleſfings may we not expect 
from" Heaven, if this Beautiful Branch of 

Chatity ſhould but Spread and Flourifh, and 
ehe Shadow of it become 2 Sacred Shelter ro ; 
the Land?" ll bg oO eee 
"This Beg i. of to - Great Canſequenie 
6% Religion, Perhaps of Greatet Conſequetics 
than any other Defign which hath been ſer 
on Foot fince the eforttiation, that if it 


: thou 14 | ſed by "he Pubfick, 
4 D bt, in dhe Event, 
N Tut reafon of our 1 (Gps, that G00 


which ute promiſed to Righteous * 
Let 


Veil beſtow upon us all the Poblick Bleff ings . ” 


— — — — 


Ia out Eqeinics Wen Teoſt in their Spears 
and their Mighty Men of Valout; and leave 
all Conceru for God's Heneur ür of their 
Schemes and their Counſels; Eet Us but pro- 
vide for the Propagation of kis holy Religion, 
and we may ſafeſy leave the Iſſue of Things 
to His Gracious Diſpoſal. Let us then ebf 
tinualhy add co che Numbers of ſuch Inno- 
cents :as are here before us, Evidences of your 
Abundant Love to Them, and to hich Sa- 
viour; and therefore qualified to appear as 
_ moſt r and Acceptable Adveliites' tis 
your Behalf, before the Throne of Grace; 
and you will have no great Reaſon to dread 
che Might or | the Machinations of your Ene- 
mies. For be ſhall harm yon, if you be, 
in [this' Eminent! Senſe Followers ' and Sap 


3 


ponent of | that which” is Good ? 1 
If therefore any Perſons ſhould happen to 
beidaie Audacious enough to i 


opp ole this. 
Excellent Deſign of — g God s Hbpndur, 
they would have too much Reaſon tb“ eat, 4 
thac He may get” im elf Honour upon then, in 
a Senſe not very Agreeable ro to them, is he 
gu d a Hau, apo Pharkob and * 
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| 1 And the Propitious Diſpenſations of 


Heaven, which are the only ſafe and im- 
moveable Foundation of every Government, 
do ſo. much depend upon the Succeſs of 
This Charitable and — Deſign, which is 
Manifeſtiy, and in an High Degree, ſubſervient 


to God's Honour, that vhoſoe ver Meditates 
the leaſt Opp oficion. or Obſtructian to nit,: 


may Juſtiy be Suſpected, whatever Plauſible 
Precences he may urge in his own Favour, 
of Meditating Malignant a pernicious Pur- 
poſes againſt the Government _ And. whoſoever 
proceeds: to an Actual Or ppoſicion. to This 
Deſign, does in Effect Act in Conjunction 


with thoſe © who have Actually drawn their 


Swords for the Deſtruction of the King and 
Conſtitution. For That np: may 


properly fall upon Thoſe who dare to ſet 


their Mouth againſt the Heavens, and by Con- 
founding 1 Inſtruments and Means of Na- 


tional Piety, Proyoke the moſt High to pour 


. 
7 . 


doun his Judgments upon the Nation. 
Indeed if any particular Perſons concerned 

in this great Deſign ſhould, by any kind of 

ie or * Egormity,. become \.Obnoxious, 
1 | | Reaſon | 


| p BEL r "Or a Gadd © 


%. 
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Reaſon and Religion require, that a 


ſhould ſuffer condign Puniſhment, in com- 


mon with other Offenders. And a peculiar 


Infamy would reſt upon Them, who are 
Nan engaged in ſo Sacred a Deſign, if 


They ſhould, upon any Account, be found 
in 4 Number of Evil doers. But ſtill, nei- 
ther the Demerits nor the Deſerts of particular 


Perſons, can alter the Nature of Things: 
The Cauſe which is Sacred, ought to be ac- 


counted inviolable ſtill; And every Mans 


Obligations, not only to I} the Thoughts 


aof oppoſing it, but to Eſpouſe and Promote 
it, and that with Conſtancy, and Zeal, and 
: Delight, are ſtill the ſame, a ndiſpenſably 


een upon dm - 0 


by Os, A Let Other Mens Neglet 


all This Good Work, be anſwer d by y 


Earneſt Concern for it; Let Their Coldneſs 


be Anſwer d by. Your Zeal; and let Their 


Oppoſition to it, if it be polſible for ſuch 
1 Impious Oppoſition ever to ariſe, be 
N "_ d and defeated by Your ' Aﬀtvicy in 
E providing 


T; The Ng Pin B 


oviding for its Support and Acco wa 
þxxvagy., . And let afl Thoſe e 
you ia your Holy and Indeſetightle 
Labours, who. would evince chat their Pro- 
feſſiqns of _ are not purely Formal, 
and erficial, Hypocritical; who. 
ear ithfully 4 Their Part, with alt 
Other created Beings, in Diſplaying the 
Glory of their Creatourz who. would: 
act day to the Glorious Pri- 
vileges vouchſafed them in the Goſpel, and 
Teſtify that Chriſt is in therm of a Truth; 
who are really affected with the Love of 
their Country, and a Deſire of its Peace 
and Profpericyz, who de Truly wiſſi to 
ſee the Number of Thoſe who - fhalt be 
faved continually Encreafed, to be Them 
ſelves in that Bleſſed: Number, and to 1 
the Bleſſed Inſtruments of Encreaſi 4 
and who are: influenced by the Lau le. 
and Pure, and Spiritual Ambition of ſhining 
_« the Brightneſs. of the Finmament; and as 
the: Stars for ever. 


Now 


— ů 


— 


"Or Haaf Coochꝛeſc. 


— * 
» * — 


No to Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, three 
Perſons and one God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, 
all Glory and Majeſty, Dominion and Power, Both 


| now and ever, Amen. . 
| : / 
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